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He has done so much to give back, from 
hosting Hubbard Bemidji’s annual 
Radiothon To End Child Abuse since 
the event’s inception in 1988 to serving 
on the local school board this year to 
fill a vacancy. After all Todd has done 
for Bemidji, he deserves the chance to 
spend more time with his wife and his 
two daughters and to finally turn off 
his alarm clock. 

Todd, even though Bemidji will miss 
having you on the airwaves, I am wish-
ing you and your family all the best in 
your next chapter.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING BLACK SHEEP 
SPORTING GOODS 

∑ Mr. RISCH. Madam President, as a 
member and former chairman of the 
Senate Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship, each month I 
recognize and celebrate the American 
entrepreneurial spirit by highlighting 
the success of a small business in my 
home State of Idaho. Today, I am 
pleased to honor Black Sheep Sporting 
Goods as the Idaho Small Business of 
the Month for October 2022. 

David Knoll has owned and operated 
Black Sheep Sporting Goods since 1975. 
Now managed by his son, Brian, gen-
erations of Idahoans have visited the 
various locations where Black Sheep 
has operated to buy hunting equip-
ment, outdoor gear, firearms, and toys. 

In early 2021, the Knolls purchased 
Coeur d’Alene’s Silver Lake Mall and 
relocated the retail store there. Like 
many malls, the Silver Lake Mall was 
long past its glory years. The Knolls 
spent significant resources to revi-
talize the mall, culminating in a well- 
attended grand reopening earlier this 
year. Even more notably, they did this 
in the midst of a nationwide pandemic. 
The Knolls are longtime Idahoans who 
have brought the brick-and-mortar 
stores in the mall back to life. 

The Knolls opened several concept 
stores under Black Sheep each with a 
specific product focus including Knives 
and Optics, Hydration Station, and 
American Heritage. After nearly five 
decades in business, Black Sheep is 
still the region’s go-to spot for outdoor 
and sporting goods enthusiasts. 

Congratulations to the Knolls and all 
the employees at Black Sheep Sporting 
Goods for being selected as the Idaho 
Small Business of the Month for Octo-
ber 2022. Thank you for serving Idaho 
as small business owners and entre-
preneurs. You make our great State 
proud, and I look forward to your con-
tinued growth and success.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING DRAGON FLY TARPS 

∑ Mr. RISCH. Madam President, as a 
member and former chairman of the 
Senate Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship, each month I 
recognize and celebrate the American 
entrepreneurial spirit by highlighting 
the success of a small business in my 
home State of Idaho. Today, I am 
pleased to honor Dragon Fly Tarps as 

the Idaho Small Business of the Month 
for November 2022. 

Matt and Stephanie Nelson started 
Dragon Fly Tarps from the comfort of 
their basement in 2003 when Matt was 
unable to find an affordable tarp that 
fit his needs. As a former river guide 
and avid outdoorsman, Matt’s personal 
experience played an important role in 
the design of bigger, lighter, and qual-
ity tarps. 

Dragon Fly Tarps’ first customers 
were friends and family, and requests 
began to increase as happy customers 
made word-of-mouth referrals. As the 
business began to grow, the Nelsons 
moved their operation to a small space 
within Arco’s Business Incubation Cen-
ter in Butte, ID. Production needs 
quickly outgrew this space, so in 2018, 
the Nelsons moved operations to their 
current location on Arco’s Grand Ave-
nue, where they have been able to ex-
pand their product line to include tarps 
for Jeeps, campers, vans, and custom 
projects. 

Dragon Fly Tarps no longer relies on 
word-of-mouth referrals as it has be-
come well-known throughout the out-
door recreation community. The Nel-
sons and their staff of eight continue 
to work diligently to keep up with the 
demand for custom tarp orders from 
across the country and internationally. 

Congratulations to the Nelsons and 
all the employees at Dragon Fly Tarps 
for being selected as the Idaho Small 
Business of the Month for November 
2022. Thank you for serving Idaho as 
small business owners and entre-
preneurs. You make our great State 
proud, and I look forward to your con-
tinued growth and success.∑ 
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REMEMBERING ERNEST LEE 
FLYNN 

∑ Mr. TESTER. Madam President, 
today I would like to honor the life and 
service of a distinguished Montanan 
and Vietnam war veteran, the late Mr. 
Ernest Lee ‘‘Ernie’’ Flynn. 

Ernie was a native son of Montana, 
born May 8, 1949, on the Fort Peck Res-
ervation in Poplar, MT. A member of 
the Assiniboine-Sioux Tribe, his grand-
parents raised him and first taught 
him the importance of service. 

Ernie was a fierce patriot who loved 
this country. Never one to shy away 
from service or sacrifice, he answered 
the call to duty in the Vietnam war by 
enlisting in the Army. A combat vet-
eran of the First Infantry Division, the 
Big Red One, he saw hard fighting at 
Fire Base Gela near Lai Khe, Republic 
of South Vietnam. And it was there, in 
the line of duty, where he received con-
cussive injuries that would soon leave 
him completely blind and deaf. 

After being honorably discharged 
from the Army, Ernie returned home 
to Montana, got married, and raised a 
family. He excelled in university stud-
ies and was a certified Mensa. But 
blindness forever changed his path in 
life. Veterans service became Ernie’s 
life’s calling, and he became a career 

veterans’ benefits counselor with the 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs at 
Fort Harrison, MT. 

Ernie’s upbeat, positive example in-
stilled in veterans and others the cour-
age to face disabilities. His example in-
spired and showed Montana’s vet-
erans—and veterans everywhere—that 
a disability shouldn’t prevent you from 
achieving great things. 

Ernie could never see the many na-
tional, State, and local civic and vet-
erans’ awards that adorned his wall of 
honor, but he always felt the support of 
his fellow veterans who knew and hon-
ored him. Even after retirement from 
VA, the tens of thousands of volunteer 
hours Ernie spent supporting Mon-
tana’s veterans showed his continued 
dedication to service. 

On October 30, 2022, Ernie passed 
away at home in Billings, MT, sur-
rounded by his family and wife of 51 
years, Yvonne Rose Brown. Today, it is 
my honor to commemorate his service 
and legacy. 

On behalf of myself and a grateful 
Nation, I commend Mr. Ernest Lee 
Flynn and extend our deepest apprecia-
tion to him and his family. His work 
will continue to be felt by Montana 
veterans for years to come, and he will 
be sorely missed.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

In the executive session the Pre-
siding Officer laid before the Senate 
messages from the President of the 
United States submitting sundry nomi-
nations which were referred to the ap-
propriate committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 11:02 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, without amendment: 

S. 1941. An act to direct the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget to stand-
ardize the use of core-based statistical area 
designations across Federal programs, to 
allow between 120 and 180 days for public 
comment on any proposed change to such 
designations, and to report on the scientific 
basis and estimated impact to Federal pro-
grams for any proposed change to such des-
ignations, and for other purposes. 

S. 2159. An act to designate the commu-
nity-based outpatient clinic of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs located at 400 Col-
lege Drive, Middleburg, Florida, as the ‘‘An-
drew K. Baker Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Clinic’’, and for other purposes. 

S. 3510. An act to require the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget to 
issue guidance with respect to natural dis-
aster resilience, and for other purposes. 
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